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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: GATT ETRD JA 

SUBJECT: US-JAPANESE CONSULTATIONS ON BALL BEARINGS 
REF: (A) STATE 276400; (B) STATE 152367 

1. CURRENT ARTICLE XIX:3 TIME LIMIT EXPIRES BY APRIL, 

1975, 1.E. NINETY DAYS AFTER ARTICLE XIX/3(A) DEADLINE 
OF 31 DECEMBER 1974. (SEE REFTEL (B) AND L/4016/ADD.1, 

1 AUGUST 1974.) JAPANESE MISSION PROPOSES THAT ARTICLE 
XIX:3(A) TIME LIMIT NOW BE EXTENDED UNTIL 30 JUNE, 1975, 
WITH NINETY-DAY PERIOD ENVISAGED IN XIX:3(A) BEGINNING 
TO RUN AS FROM THAT DATE. WE RECOMMEND US AGREE TO 
THIS EXTENSION UNLESS WASHINGTON FORESEES OPT 
FOR SOME DIFFERENT PERIOD. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: IF WASHINGTON AGREES THIS PRO- 
POSED EXTENSION, WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION BY 
IMMEDIATE CABLE SO WE CAN DISCUSS WITH JAPANESE DURING 
DECEMBER 20 A.M. MEETING. ABRAMS 
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